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Pumpkin Notes, planning and weed control — May

Planning for Planting
You should now be planning the planting for this year’s crop. If you’re new to pumpkins, it's recommended
that you plant transplanted seedlings rather than drilling. You're just in time to order these from a propagator
if you act quickly, and you should aim to plant these in the last week of May. When transplants arrive they will
need to be hardened off before planting — keep sheltered
and protected from frost for a few days before planting.
Transplants can be planted with a multi-planter or
cabbage planter, or into a ploughed furrow that is covered
over after planting. Transplants should be planted with a
0.9m spacing down rows 1m apart. You can also
propagate your own plants from seed under tunnels,
germinating in 126 module trays. Seeds should be planted
pointed end down, and provided with warmth up to 23°C
if possible. These will need to be watered once or twice
daily to prevent them drying out, especially when larger.
Feed should be included with each watering — a standard
tomato or strawberry feed will do — at 1 g/L of water.

These will be ready for planting with around 1 true leaf,
but you’ll want to avoid leggy plants as these can be  Tray sown pumpkins approaching field readiness

easily wind damaged.

For drilling aim for a target density of 4 — 5k seeds per acre. It can be easier to avoid weed overgrowth at a
higher density, but you also risk smaller fruit. You’ll achieve comparable yields (as gross weight) between high
and low densities although the fruit will be smaller at higher densities — it’s easier to sell larger fruit for higher
value! That said, smaller varieties will ripen sooner and give a more even, deeper colour than larger fruit. You
may also want to drop densities to improve access for pick-your-own customers. Seeds will need warm soils
to germinate, but you can plan on the last week of May. Seeds can be drilled with a modified maize planter to
give spacing of 30” on a 72” wheeler.

After Planting Care

Make sure the crop is well watered after planting. Irrigation can be applied either by silage boom or trickle
tape, although make sure trickle tape is used directly on the plants as the roots will not have developed. Be
careful with pest control for rabbits, pigeons and slugs after planting — an application of ferric phosphate
pellets will help with the latter. For larger areas consider microfleece when the plants are young. You should
see good growth within 14 days, although take care not to give too much water otherwise you risk the crop
becoming too vegetative. You should aim to walk your pumpkins every week to check on their progress and
monitor for disease development.

Soil Management
You should consider a soil analysis every three years. Using the results the Vegetable section of RB209
(https://ahdb.org.uk/knowledge-library/rb209-section-6-vegetables-and-bulbs)  covers  pumpkin  and




courgette and can be used to develop a bespoke
fertiliser management plan for your land. If you
don’t have access to soil analysis results, 400 kg/ha
of a general compound fertiliser (e.g. 10-10-20, 15-
15-15 or 17-17-17) should be sufficient. You can
also use a mixture of straights, especially if you are
on high phosphate soils. Soil pH should be 6 — 7.5,
with 7.5 being optimum. If the soil is too acidic, you
can lime before planting. Pelleted lime can be
spread with a normal fertiliser spreader and is
much faster acting that ground lime. Ground lime
will typically require a contractor for application,
and can take up to a year to raise the soil pH.
Sulphur is unlikely to be limiting, but if you have
low sulphur problems with other crops this can be
supplemented if you apply sulphate of ammonia
and sulphate of potash as part of normal fertility
management. Pumpkins can become very
vegetative if overfeed, risking higher levels of
powdery mildew and greater portions of male
flowers.

Pumpkins will produce female flowers (left) which can produce
fruit and male flowers (right) than can only produce pollen. Too
greater proportion of male flowers can significant reduce yields
as few female flowers are available to fruit.

Weed Control

Weed control should be your main aim early in the season — uncontrolled weeds can quickly outgrow the crop,
competing for lightsand nutrients. Before planting you should aim to have a sterile seed bed with weeds burnt
off with Roundup — check your formulation as some applications must be made 3 or 5 days before planting.
Planting at higher densities can improve weed control but this needs to be balanced against fruit size. Once
planted you should immediately apply weed control to prevent weeds from establishing. Flexidor 125 can be
applied under EAMU (0883/20) at 500 ml/ha straight after planting, but you can also use Gamit at 0.12 ml/ha
(EAMU 2831/15) or Kerb Flow at 1.1 L/ha (2416/08) to provide control for 3-4 weeks after planning. While
Stomp Agqua should not be used on cucurbits, Wing-P can be used under EAMU (0619/18) to control weeds in
field strips but can careful to not overspray the rows and don’t apply if there is a risk of rain. Residual herbicide
application can be slow acting, but it’s important that you deal with weeds early before they become
established as hand removal can become very expensive.

Disclaimer

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information and recommendations given in these notes. All applications of crop
protection chemicals should be made in accordance with label recommendations, which should be consulted before spraying. Some
of the pesticides mentioned in these notes may not be supported by label recommendations for their use on pumpkin crops but are
permissible via Extension of Authorisation for Minor Use (EAMU) in the UK under ‘The Revised Long Term Arrangements For Extension
Of Use (2002)’. In these cases, the use of the pesticide is at the risk of the user and Tyfu Cymru does not accept liability for any loss or
damage caused by such use. The references to on-label approvals and EAMUs for use of pesticides in pumpkin crops and are correct
at the time of writing. These are subject to change and approval may be withdrawn at any point. It is the grower's responsibility to
check approvals before use of pesticides. If in doubt a grower should seek advice from a BASIS qualified advisor - this is available free
of charge for eligible growers through the Tyfu Cymru program, please contact us to arrange an appointment — email/telephone advice
is also available.



